Fellows and Young Investigators Steering Committee Meeting

Thursday September 25, 2008

Time:  11:00 AM – 12:00 PM

Bethesda:  Building 31, Room 3A11
Dial in Number:  (301) 435-4223
phone: (301) 435-5708/(301) 496-4346
Frederick:  Building 549, Conference Room A
Dial in Number:  (301) 435-4225
phone: (301) 846-1659
Gaithersburg ATC:  8717 Grovemont Circle, Rm 142

Dial-in Number: (301) 435-4224
phone: (301) 402-0441
Joint Meeting in Frederick: Members in attendance 

Geraldine O’Conner, Cynthia St. Hilaire, Jim Gould, Michal Legiewicz, Michaela Wenderler, George Lountas, Poonan Tewary, Gonzalo de la Rosa, Jordan Irvin, Julie Garcia, Stephanie Watkins, Jessica Walrath, Jill Ford, Karen Wylie, Tim Chan, Krista Zanetti, Christian Capitini, Raed Samara, Albeit van Wyk, Selinda Orr, Thomas Paul, Mary Velthuis, Brid Ryan (via video conference)

Agenda Items:

1. Call to Order

Welcome to new members and introductions
2. Excused Absences

Jennifer Shen, Ted Wright, Leslie Chinn, Ewy Mathe, Ram Savan, Orla Casey, Masha Mohebtash, Neeraj Sharma, Jinesh Gheea, Rasmi Thomas 
3. Approval of August meeting minutes

August meeting minutes have been distributed 
Minutes approved
4. Felcom Update ():
Jennifer is stepping down as the Felcom Rep in November.  Her replacement on Felcom will be Tom.   

The NIH office of Intramural Training is offering a career track seminar series for postdocs interested in different career paths. Information can be found at http://www.training.nih.gov/trainees/toolkit/
NIH Job fair is October 16th – preregistration is required

5. 2008 NIH Research Festival (October 14-17; http://researchfestival.nih.gov)

a. Mandatory exhibitors time:  Tuesday Oct 14 from 11-2 and Wed. Oct. 15th from 9-10:30 and 12:30-2.  A volunteer sign up email has been so please sign up for a time if you will be attending and can volunteer to sit at the table for a shift.
b. A banner/poster is currently in the works for the event.  Will need to work on some flyer handouts.   
The organizers will distribute more information as the event draws nearer

Tim needs people to volunteer to sit at the table and distribute steering committee literature. 
6. Subcommittee Updates

a. By-Laws/Policy Committee - none
b. Scientific Committee
· Scientific Survey – Krista will provide a powerpoint presentation of the latest survey results.
Results of the survey were presented at the meeting. The presentation is attached. Krista would like feedback on the survey as well as suggestions to improve the survey for future years. 
· Frederick Postdoc Seminar Series:

Started up again on Sept 23.
List of speakers filled out for the rest of the year

All Frederick SC members are encouraged to attend to support the series

First seminar was a success with 45 people in attendance and featured two speakers. The remainder of the spots have been filled for the year, but arrangements could be made to accommodate anyone else interested in presenting. 

· Bethesda Pass:
Due to the current lack of response to the PASS seminar, we are considering taking off the month of October and resuming November 11th.  Scott Morgan will come and give a talk on November 25th.  In the meantime, we will continue to encourage postdocs to sign up by sending messages to PIs and postdocs, and having sign up sheets during the seminars.  We are also going to open PASS to poster presentations, not just oral presentations.

As always, we strongly encourage Bethesda members of the CCR-FYI to attend PASS

c. Community Life Committee
· Social Event (Julie) 
The FYI social committee has organized a happy hour for all CCR NCI postdocs/bacs to be held on Tuesday, October 28th at 6PM at Champions Billiards in Frederick, MD.

There will be reduced priced drinks, ½ priced burgers, pool, darts, a Trivia competition and Karyoke.  A flyer will be made with all the information and distributed to the CCR-postdocs listserv.

We need a volunteer from each campus to be the contact person for people who want to carpool.  We could also arrange a meeting place on each campus and people can carpool from there.

Christian  volunteered to coordinate the carpool from Bethesda for this event. 
d. Newsletter

· The spring newsletter is now 508 compliant and is ready for posting on the website

· Next newsletter – the draft version has been distributed to the SC for their comments.  Approval for distribution after making it 508 compliant (such as adding alternative text for all images and reading order).  
· Distribution through listservs at the end of this month

· Krista recommended featuring outstanding mentor award winners in a future issue. There are three winners in the CCR for this year. 
e. Website (Ewy)

· Please give me any comments/updates to the website by Friday September 26th by noon
f. Retreat Committee (Brid)

· Location.  

Still waiting approval to hold Colloquium at an offsite location.  

We have done all we can, we are waiting to be able to proceed with planning

Potential dates of offsite locations March 18-20 or 9-11

The funding for the retreat is still uncertain and is awaiting approval. Until then, planning is progressing with the idea that the event will be held. Palladian Partners can no longer be used as a contract organization to plan the retreat.  There was suggestion that a deadline be set for the funding decisions after which the retreat plans may have to be altered. There is some flexibility in the planning times however. 

· Career Fair.  

Started contacting large companies.

· Workshops

We will be sending an email in the next few weeks with a link to survey monkey to vote on workshop subjects.  

· Next Meeting will be held October 15th, location Rockville Town Center

7. Thank you letters for Drs Wiltrout and Niederhuber in regards to the cost-of living adjustment to our salaries have been sent.

8. Executive Officers meeting with Dr. Wiltrout has been scheduled for October.  Any particular issues that need to be addressed?
There was a suggestion that the second mentor program be discussed. 
9. New Business

10. Adjournment:  Next meeting is Thursday, October 30, 2008 at 11 AM.  
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