Minutes FYI-CCR SC 11_29_07
Attendance Bethesda/South Campus:

Thomas Paul

Krista Zanetti

Christian Capitini

Swati Choksi

Michael Rosu-Myles
Orla Casey   (New member)     caseyorl@mail.nih.gov   301-443-2879      Bldg.37, Room 1066
Ewy Mathe   (New member)     mathee@mail.nih.gov     301-496-5835      Bldg.37, Room 3060
Attendance Frederick/North Campus:

-Maria Manzoni

-Selinda Orr

-Jill Ford (new member). fordjwz@mail.nih.gov.  phone 301-846-6816
-Michal Legiewicz

-Julie Torruellas Garcia

-Qion Wei

-Edward Wright

-Michaela Wendelev

-Veronica Hall

-Gonzalo de la Rosa

-Jordan Irvin

-Karen Wylie.

ATTC Gaithersburgh/In-Betweeen Campus:

-Jennifer Shen.

Excused absences:

Maja Bumke

Savan Ram

Andy Stewart

Mary Pratt

Jonathan Wiest

Poonam Tewary
Tim Chan

1. Call to order

11.20 am. After trying to have Bethesda connected to the bridge without success, we started the meeting in Frederick. After a few minutes, communication was possible using direct phone connection (speaker). Videocast conference remained between Gaithersburgh and Frederick.
2. Approval of October minutes

No comment regarding Oct minutes. They were sent late, and haven’t been posted yet on the webpage.

3. Felcom Representative:

Jennifer Shen requires help for the 2009 FARE competition. Volunteers should e-mail her as soon as possible, or be “volunteered” later on.

4. NPA representative: Maarten Leerkes ?
Jordan Inquired if Martin Leerkes is still member of the FYI. He needs to know whether Marteen could be a NPA. In Bethesda, someone remained that Jennifer Flemming is the NPA representative for FELCOM; Jordan will try to make contact with her.
5. Unification of subcommittees and changing bylaws.  
As stated in the agenda, it was read. No comments.
6. Amending bylaws to establish co-vice chairs

As explained during the meeting, having two vice-chairs, one for each campus (what about ATCC?) will help the SC, coordinating better with the chair, as Frederick campus is holding too much power/responsibilities, including the Chair and vice chair.
7. Bethesda Postdoc Seminar Series: Scientific subcommittee.
Help is needed to run these seminars. Jonathan Wiest has funds set aside for pizza and a room reserved.  If no volunteers within the Scientific subcommittee (or outside) step forward to take care of this, the Chair will decide who is the most adequate. A bi-monthly schedule with two presenters for the entire spring semester would require ~22 presenters.  Looking for volunteers to assist the scientific subcommittee in approaching PIs to 1) suggest postdocs that would be available to present 2) enhance attendance. Christian and others suggested that first we have to find the day and time for the seminars before contacting with PIs. Bethesda people will gather together around some diluted ethanol to discuss this issue (who is going to take over the series)
New. According to Michael-Rosu-Myles: “we didn’t discussed exactly who was going to take over the Seminar Series. The Bethesda people have agreed to meet on Monday night to discuss this over drinks”.
8. Frederick Postdoc Seminar Series:  

As stated in the agenda: Howard Young and Matt Young are trying to transfer running this series over to the SC.  We will be doing the introductions, passing out evaluations, and possibly scheduling (in the future). No comments.
9. Scientific Subcommittee has summary of survey results.
Due to technical problems, in Frederick there were no paper copies of the 2007 survey results, and Christian had to read them in Bethesda for al the SC. In a quick summary: 

-only 21% of the CCR trainees attended the retreat.

-Working at the NCI is still highly considered mainly because of its prestige, resources, quality of the labs/PIs and, surprisingly, training.

- Although most of the attendees consider that they are being prepared for a future career or postdoc position (70%), around 21% consider that it is not happening that way, a surprising increase compared with last year’s 7%.
- Most of the people consider that the FYI-CCR should be the representative of the attendees to the NCI management, but many people either only scored the SC as “good” regarding “how effective FYI is” or even didn’t know what we do. What is clear that the people demand the most from us is the idea that we have to “Increase the visibility” (being closer to the postdocs, communicate more with the postdocs, let the community that “We are here”…)
Soon, these results will be published in the FYI newsletter. The ppt. files containing the results may be processed to be uploaded in our webpage.
The survey members asked for suggestions/ideas to improve future surveys.

Krista considered essential, among other things, to have clear the goal we want to achieve with the survey; if this is not good enough or is not being analyzed properly, it may be useless. Swati remained that one of the most important ideas was to inform the PIs (during their retreat in January). Jordan suggested to discuss what we expect from the survey by e-mail.
10. Getting FAES courses videocast to Frederick (Michaela)

No voting was done. Videocasting is expensive and depending on the room, it may be accessible, impossible or too expensive. First, it would be important to know the amount of people interested. (old version)
New: According to Michaela: “First, Jordan determined that there is enough interest among us to warrant further pursuing this project. Krista suggested that we get in contact with the FAES liaison to Felcom and ask them about the possibility to videocast some of the courses to Frederick. This might depend on course location, technical difficulties, cost, and the level of interest in Frederick. We will follow her suggestion and gather information on these points”

11. Outstanding postdoc search committee
Meeting set up to hear short presentation from the 4 candidates (+1 reserve) (correction to the agenda, where it says that are 6 candidates) on Dec 4th 
12. 2008 Retreat: 
Selinda gave a summary of the retreat committee meeting (see agenda, already attached the last minutes of that meeting)
Jordan remained that SC members need to register for the retreat—this is not done automatically, and is independent of submitting an abstract for a poster or a talk.
Krista asked whether it is possible to judge abstracts without having to judge poster/oral sessions at the retreat. The answer is yes.
13. New business and announcements
Arti is not present to talk about the newsletters.

Michael Rosu-Myles is leaving us in Feb. He is going back to the motherland (or Fatherland?) up there in Canada. (Best wishes!!). He will need someone (preferentially in Bethesda) to take over the Secretary and organizing the Brown bag seminars. 
14. Adjournment - next SC meeting was voted to be Thursday 20th, not the last Thursday of the month.
Interest in a holiday get together?  Veronica has suggested that a SC member living near 9694 Royal Crest Circle in  Urbana, MD host a holiday SC party.  Date/exact location pending. Unfortunately, her apartment is not big enough for the SC, and we shouldn’t abuse of Jonathan’s hospitality again.
